Meeting Minutes
Charlton Water and Sewer Commission
Date: September 8, 2014

Location: Selectmen’s Meeting Room, Town Hall

Attendees:
Members Present Menbers Pregent
Paul Gagner Y Robert Lemansky Y

Joseph Spiewak Y Shabana S. Gagner Y
Alex J. MacKenzie Y .

Mr. Gagner: I'd like to welcome you to another exciting meeting of the Water & Sewer Commission.
It is Monday, September 8, 2014 and it is 6:30 p.m. Mr. MacKenzie and Mr. Lemansky are not here
but we expect them to be with us. We will pay some bills.

Mr. Spiewak: I make a motion we approve the following warrants: National Grid: $7,010.22;
Ricoh USA Inec.: $141.30; Zee Medical Inc.: $174.50; Carel A. Goodspeed: mileage
reimbursement: $35.84; total: $7,361.86; Woodard & Curran: contract operations for
September: $40,151.75; R & M: §2,500.00; total: $42,651.75; American Printing & Envelope,
Inc.: $93.00; AT&T: $44.13; Town of Charlton: $22.88; total: $160.01; Slim’s Sewer Service:
pumped and cleaned pump station wet wells at J Hammond Road and the Mass Turnpike:
$375.00; Peter D. Starkus: serviced 9 water meters and prepared report: $675.00; American
Gutter: installation of gutters at the sewer treatment plant: $5,800.00; (Mr. MacKenzie arrived.)
McClure Engineering, Inc.: process pay application #2—S. Sturbridge Road: $561.25;
Abatement warrant for bedroom count change per assessors’ visit: 60 Park Road: $140.00;
Senior citizen abatement warrant: 14 Vine Road: $31.50; and Commissioner payroll for the
month of September: $400.00; seconded by Ms. Gagner. Vote: Unanimous. Mr. Spiewak: I make
a motion that we approve the minutes of August 18™ as printed; seconded by Ms. Gagner. Vote:

Unanimous. ‘

Steve: Honey Farms. They are waiting for us to open that up at Carpenfer Hill and Route 20. They’re
starting Wednesday of this week. Release of work on S. Sturbridge Road. I talked to McClure and this
project will be closed shortly. 232 Stafford Street. ExxonMobil called two weeks ago and they are in
the process of bringing water to that property. The Town of Southbridge has been consulted. They
have made a list of requirements that the contractor must do and this all must be resubmitted for final
acceptance, modification and approval by Southbridge. They know that water applications have to
been pulled here at our office. They are still in the process of doing legwork. They néed to provide a
water loop and have been looking at property on the westerly side of Stafford Street. Mr. Gagner to
Mr. MacKenzie: The fellow who had 4 houses at one time--across from Cook’s Farm had given
approval for a 2” pipe; when he came back years later, an 8" pipe was not required. ExxonMobil has
agreed to put it in. ’m hearing that the 8” pipe may cause more storage problems than we will get use
out of it. Mr. MacKenzie: Four lots and they are all going to tie into water? It’s my understanding
within the last four or five years, AWWA has changed their standards. The standard most times is 8”
pipe. I don’t see any issues because it’s looped. Steve: There are about 800 linear feet. Mr, MacKenzie:
It is a minimum amount of gallons. Steve continued: Calls back and forth with Honey Farms regarding
Carpenter Hill Road—and I followed up with Mass DOT. They sent it to the coniractor, R.H. White. I
have had multiple telephone calls and emails regarding 5E and 6W. They had committed to putting
signage up regarding what should not be deposited there. The humidity situation continues. As of
today, I got an email from a contractor, Lynch, who said they were too busy and suggested we look
elsewhere. Steve: This is the 4™ person we have talked to. For the next meeting, I would like to write a
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proposal that goes back to February; and have it for you for next meeting. Woodard & Curran had
written out a proposal for us which I believed cost us $1,500. We’ve just received the annual insurance
binder from the Lion’s Club. Two years ago when the Honey Farms variety store went in, there was no
room on that property for the recycle bin that the Lion’s Club had. They asked if they could put it by
the North Main Street pump station. We told them that there was no problem with putting it there.
Masonic Homie: We’re working with them and looking into the manhole on Mondays. This Monday it
was clean; and last Monday it was dirty. I expect fo receive communication from them as to what they
are going to do. Steve explained the additional notes that we were proposing to add to our invoices in
the taxpayer message block; in particular, our rates. This will be done due to a customer complaint.
The bills will state the rates: for metered customers ($.08 per cubic foot); plus $30.00 per metered
account; and for manually read meters: charge of $30.00 per account plus a $20.00 charge if it is
necessary for personnel to get out of the fruck and physically go up to the meter to read it; and Title V
will be explained as $70 per bedroom, Also added will be information regarding the elderly discounts:
they must apply by June 1 of each year in order to receive a 15% discount. I propose to place these on

the sewer bills with your approval.

Steve continued: 83 Sunset Drive. A letter came from the Town Administrator. I have forwarded
copies to the commissioners. I made a site visit and have pictures. The abutting property is where the
lateral is. It appears that the wet well is on his property on 83 Sunset Drive; it comes up through the
neighboring property. If that house was ever to be sold, it could not be sold without an easement to the
sewer, It appears this was blessed back in 2002. That property abuts number 77 and 83 and belongs to
the town. The fown took it for nonpayment of taxes. On the property there is a granite duct on the non-
lake side that comes under the road, and emptics into the middle of that property on the lake side of the
road. Further down, the next door neighbor, 77 Sunset Drive, has a 6” flexible tubing that is a surface
drain for that property. The piece of property at the end has a dock on it. Someone has been down
there at some point, The property is also a right-of-way easement to the three properties directly across
the street. The Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator are looking for a recommendation
from this commission. It was the sewer department that allowed the connections to be made. The
property at 83 Sunset Drive does not have a lateral to connect to. I did research and go back to the
company who did the work. An easement was supposed to be filed and it never was. Steve: They are
looking for an easement to make things legal, Mr. Gagner: It has been declared as a buildable lot by
the zoning enforcement officer. Steve indicated that was not-so. Mr. Gagner: I think the Board of
Selectmen should handle this if the town wishes to sell it to somebody — they will have to work around
the piping that is already there. There’s a right-of-way going through there. Any thoughts? Mr.
Lemansky: I will not vote on it. I had a discussion earlier in the day with Steve. Steve: Did you find the
permit? No, but I have the plan. Mr. Lemansky: If the people who were working in the department at
the time encouraged the line fo be there, I don’t think we can burden the homeowner now to move it.
We can send a letter to the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Gagner: An easement would have to go through
the Board of Selectmen. If they want to sell this property, they will have to work around the piping.
Does anyone have any thoughts on this? The commission looked at paperwork. Mr. Lemansky: The
only thing we can do is send a letter to the Selectmen. Steve presented photographs of the site. Mr.
Gagner: An easement would have to go through the Selectmen. Steve presented documentation that
was found in the files. The property at 83 Sunset Drive does not have a lateral. The driveway for 83
takes up a lot of the property. The pictures here show where the asphalt is. Mr. Gagner: My personal
thoughts are that the town ought to consider it permanent property of their own; not sell the property;
grant the easements where necessary and let it be at that. People will still have access to the lake. How
long has the town owned it? Steve: Since 2002-2003. Mr. Gagner: Is there anyone in the town who
thinks it should be so0ld? Steve: It is a buildable lot; and the asset value of the property is between
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$140,000 and $160,000. Mr. Gagner: No one is paying taxes on it. Mr. Spiewak: If the prior
administrator had granted a permit, we will have to go to the town fo get the casement; or ask the

homeowner to move the pipe. Mr. Gagner: What brought this to the surface?

Steve: Back in February the owner was here which is when it first came to light. Mr. Lemansky:
Kathleen French at the time was the overseer of the work of the construction contractor, She was
representing the engineers who were working- on this project. I believe there are two drainage
easements on this lot (Lot 22). It has over 5,000 square feet and 50 feet of frontage and is considered a
buildable Iot, Could the town sell it? Is it worth $100,000? Other lots in town don’t have any

encumbrances that have not sold.

Mr. Gagner recapped. Sewer quarterly bills were mailed on Thursday, August 21. Item under old
business: A couple came in a couple of weeks ago regarding a change of use from a two family home
to a one family home, and were looking for relief. Unfortunately, we were not able to help them; and
someone at that time compared their situation to that of anyone getting a regular tax bill on their house.
On a regular tax bill, you only have 30 days to appeal; and then you lose your chance. Mr. Gagner
pointed out that each time the bill is due, you have another 30 days to pay in perpetuity. If the value of
your property reflects the value of your home and a barn; and then 10 years later the barn burms to the
ground; and your next tax bill is the same as it has always been; once again, 10 years later, you would

have another 30 days to appeal.

Mr. Gagner: Do we want to increase the fines to the Masonic Home? Mr. Lemansky: I suggested to
Steve that he speak with Jody. They could either put a tank on their property and have the solids stay in
the tank and take off the liquid; talk to Jody who I think was talking about a muffin monster which is a
special grinder. If you have paper towels, they will plug things up. The end result is we are still gefting
that amount of solids. Let’s get the solids before they reach the plant. This will have a negative impact
on the plant. Mr. Lemansky: What we say to Jody is: Is anything else biodegradable? We’re still
getting the solids — just in a different form, Mr. MacKenzie: We’ve seen pictures of the manhole clog.
Has anyone seen inside that table? Steve: Yes. The manhole on Route 31 has been pristine since we
started this project. Mr. MacKenzie: There is a low flow time where you can inspect the table. When
you go there under flow conditions, you won’t be able to see the problem. Mr. Lemansky: The fact that
these things are getting hung up in the manhole — it allows us to know where they are coming from.
Mr. MacKenzie: Where does the muffin monster go? Can you make an individual put that on town
property? Mr. Lemansky: I spoke with Steve about where the muffin monster would go. We have three

violators putting things into our sewer that violate our rules and regulations. On these three locations, if
the muffin grinder goes on those propertics, they will be responsible for the grinders; or they deal with
the violations. It will be dangerous come winter if our guys have to respond to calls then. We have
three violators. We have a list of things that are not to be put in the sewer. Steve: The clogs we have
seen have been at the end of the 8” pipe. I will talk to Jody. Mr. MacKenzie: Have there been
inspections done at low flow times? Steve: I will ask Jody. Mr. Gagner: Something has got to be done.
Mr. Lemansky to Mr, MacKenzie: If we know who is violating and costing the treatment plant
additional funds to be sending plant personnel out, they need to be charged. Steve: The fire alarm went
off at the plant. We don’t know why. It reset itself. The alert system worked.

Mr. Gagner: Do we have anything else to discuss? Mr. Lemansky: I have a question on the gutters.
Was the entire treatment plant done? And the other building as well? Steve: Yes. One half the payment
was due upfront, Mr. Gagner: The total bill was $11,600 which included both sides of the sewer plant
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building as well as the head works building. It has been done satisfactorily. Steve: The other half is the
electrification, Heat resisters are going to be put in also.

Mr. Spiewak: There was a request to us for action on 83 Sunset Drive. Should we push it back to the
Board of Selectmen? Mr. Spiewak: I make a motion that we recommend to the Board of
Selectmen that they permit an easement for 83 Sunset Drive for the purpose of the sewer line as
constructed; but purposefully omit covering it permanently; seconded by Mr. MacKenzie. Vote:
Unanimous except for Mr. Lemansky who abstained.

Mr. Spiewak: I make a motion to adjourn with our next meeting to be on September 22,2014 at
6:30 p.m. at the sewer treatment plant; seconded by Mr. Lemansky. Vote: Unanimous. Ms.

Gagner: 1 won’t be at that meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m.
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